
 

EYFS Topic Map  
 
 
  

Rainbow Nursery  
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Half Term 
Topic Focus 

  Today Is a Special Day (Celebrations) 

 (Celebrations of the first day in school, things I can do, words I 
can say, joining in favourite activities, routines, meeting my 

special people, cooking food that I like. Sensational – things we 
can see, smell, touch, hear in our setting.) 

 (Birthday, Diwali, Eid, Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year; 

celebrating with special people and friends) 

On My Travels  

(Listening to stories from home and about other’s families. 
Food from around the world, traditions, tasting, colours, 

songs, dances, growing food to eat. How do we get there? 

Sensational – what can we see, hear, smell?) 

The Very Hungry Animal 

(Pets, Farm Animals, Jungle Animals & Wild Animals) 
(Animals and their homes, things that animals eat, what do 
animals look like – colour and size, rhymes and songs about 

animals. Sounds that animals make. Sensational – what does 
it feel like when we touch an animal?) 

 

Talk for 
Writing (Pie 

Corbett) Focus 
Text (2 weeks’ 

study) 

  
                    

  

     

 

Goat Goes to Playgroup (starting school) 
Billy Brownmouse Won’t Go to School (transitions and routines) 

Marvellous Me (things I like/can do) 
When I Went Walking (things I can see in the setting) 

When It’s Time for Bed (routines) 

My Dad Is Brilliant (family and special people) 
Kipper’s Birthday (birthdays) 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea (celebrating special events) 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar (food) 
Walking Through the Jungle (Animals/sensational) 

Mama Panya’s Pancakes (Africa) 
Oliver’s Vegetables (sensational) 

Oliver’s fruit Salad (sensational) 
Beatrice’s Goat (Africa) 

For You Are a Kenyan Child (Africa) 

Big Hair, Don’t Care (celebrating differences) 
 

Brown Bear (animals and colour) 
Polar Bear (animals and size) 

Giraffes Can’t Dance (things animals can do) 
Rumble in the Jungle (rhymes and song about animals) 

Dear Zoo (pets) 
The Big Hungry Bear (food animals eat) 

We Are Going on a Bear Hunt (animals’ homes) 

The Pig in the Pond (farm animals) 
 

Possible Topic 
Books 

 

   

     
     

Texts/Books 

 When There Is Work to Do 

 When We Go Shopping 
 When We Play Together 

 Albert Le Blanc 

 Albert Le Blanc to the Rescue  
 

 Q Pottle 5 (Moon Party) 

 This Is Actually My Party 
 Lighting a Lamp (Diwali) 

 Zoe Beans (Moon Party) 

 Kipper’s Christmas Evening 
 Nativity 

 Wait and See 

 I Love My Hair 
 Lila and the Secret of Rain 

 Through My Window 

 And Me! 

 Are You My Mother? 

 We Are Going on a Lion Hunt 
 Jacob Wants a Pet 

 Farmyard Hullaballoo 

 Mrs Wishy-Washy Farm 
 Rosie’s Walk 

Trips and 

Workshops 

 Rainbow Fairy Workshop 

(Healthy Eating) 

 Shopping for cooking 

sessions/Sainsbury’s  

 International cooking with parents – Inviting them in 

 International Day with parents (music and food) 

 Hackney City Farm 

 Discover Centre 

Role Play Ideas 
My House 

Observatory 
Birthday Centre 

Party Den 
Preschool Restaurant 

My Garden 
African Market 

Pancake Factory 
Jungle Cave 
Pets’ Village 

The Zoo 
The Farm 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Marvelous-Me-Inside-Out-about/dp/140480157X/ref=sr_1_12?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370417028&sr=1-12&keywords=all+about+me


 

EYFS Topic Map  
 

  

Nursery 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Half Term 

Topic Focus 

All About Me (1-2 weeks) 
(Me – How many toes, what I like, 

who I know etc.) 

Nursery Rhyme Fun (4+ weeks) 
Fun with Rhymes – Hickory 

Dickory Dock, Humpty Dumpty 
etc.  

Let’s Celebrate… 
Me, My Birthday, Diwal i , 

Chris tmas , Weddings , New 
Years , BHM, People in our 

community 

A Taste of the World  
(Different Countries) 

(Food from around the world, traditions , tasting, colours , 
songs, dances, growing food to eat. Sensational  – What can 

we see, hear, smel l  in these countries? 

Animal Fun 
(Pets, Farm Animals, Jungle Animals &  Wild Animals) 

(how to look after your pet, what i t needs) 
Animals  and di fferent animal  homes  

 

Article 2 – All children have 
rights 

Article 31 – All children 
have right to play and rest 

Article 13 – All children have the right to information Article 19 –  All children have the right to be safe 

Pie Corbett 

Focus Text (3 
weeks study) 

See  
below 

for  
Nursery  
Rhyme  

 list 

    

Oskar loves, Hickory Dickory 

Dock, Humpty Dumpty, Hey 
diddle diddle, Pat-A-Cake  

It’s My Birthday 

When Willy Went To The 
Wedding 

Lima's Red Hot Chilli (Lima) 

Handa’s Surprise (Africa) 

Runaway Chapatti (India) 

The Little Red Hen (UK) 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

Itchy Bear (Intro - 

Forest/Wild) 
The Perfect Pet (Pets) 

The Three Little Pigs (Farm) 
Giraffes Cant’s Dance 

(Jungle) 
The Enormous Turnip 

Possible Topic 

Books 

 Jack & Ji l l 

 Pat-A-Cake  

 London Bridge  

 Hey Diddle Diddle 
 Baa, Baa Black Sheep  

 The Farmers in the Dell  

 Grand Old Duke of York  
 I 'm a  Li ttle Teapot  

 Li ttle Miss Muffett  

 Mary Had a  Li ttle Lamb  

 The Muffin Man  

 Pop Goes the Weasel  
 Row, Row, Row Your Boat  

 Sing a  Song of Sixpence  
 Three Blind Mice  

 Twinkle, Twinkle Li ttle Star 

 

  

       

 

Texts/Books 

 My Birthday 

 Celebration  
 Lighting a  Lamp 

 Angelina and the Royal 
Wedding 

 When Willy Went to the 
Wedding 

 Rama and Sita 

 Nativity 

 Al l  Around the World / Songs from around the world (CD) 

 Sticker dolly – Around the World 
 It’s  Disgusting and We Ate I t 

 My Granny Went to Market 

 Salamatou and Kandoni go missing 
 My 5 senses / Super senses (Dr Seuss) 

 Look, Listen, Taste, Touch and Smell 
 Polar Bear, Polar Bear (senses) 

 I  Want a  Pet 

 How Many Pets 
 Looking after rabbits 

 The Pet Shop 

 Caring for Ki ttens and Cats 
 Dear Zoo 

 Rumble in the Jungle 
 Walking Through the 

Jungle 

 Farmer Duck 

 Mrs Wishy Washy 
 The Pig in the Pond 

 Mr Penguin 

 Solo 
 We’re Going on a  Bear 

Hunt 
 Brown Bear Brown Bear 
 

Trips 

Rainbow Fairy Workshop 

Incursions – people in 

uni form 

Shopping for cooking 

sessions 

Shopping for cooking sessions 

Nancy Restaurant/ Pizza Express – make your own pizza 

Dalston Curve Garden  
International cooking with parents – Inviting them in 

Supermarket 
Ridley Road market                    Incurs ions – ducklings / chicks 

Discover Centre  

Cl i ssold Park – Mini Zoo /         Incurs ions – Zoolab, Geffrye M 

Vets/Pet Shop 
Hackney Ci ty Farm 

Mudchute 
Picnic 

Role Play Ideas 
Doctors  

Pol ice Station 
Nursery Rhyme / Home  

Carniva l  
Bi rthday  

BHM / Diwali theme setting 

Chinese Take Away 
Ice-cream shop 

Home Corner 

Indian Restaurant 
Market Sta l l s  
Home Corner 

Vet 
Pet shop 

Home Corner 

Jungle Theatre  
Construction Zone 

Home Corner 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Songs-Around-World-Kids-songs/dp/1904903231/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370859641&sr=1-3&keywords=around+the+world
http://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Perfect-Pet-Stuart-Trotter/dp/0955302226/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370415784&sr=1-4&keywords=pets
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Zoe-Beans-How-Many-Pets/dp/0230766536/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370415784&sr=1-9&keywords=pets
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Funnybones-Pet-Shop-Allan-Ahlberg/dp/0140566821/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370415784&sr=1-6&keywords=pets
http://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Clean-Your-Room-Peek/dp/082495551X/ref=sr_1_12?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370416915&sr=1-12&keywords=cleaning+your+house


 

EYFS Topic Map  
 
 

 

Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Half Term 
Topic Focus 

All About Me (1-2 weeks) 
 & People Who Help Us 

(People who help us at school 

& in our community) 

Traditional Tales 
(Fa i rytales, Nativi ty, Diwal i  – 

Rama and Si ta) 

Transport & Places 
(How we travel to school, to visit 

family, go on holiday. Where we can 
go to on holiday, where our families 

are from NB: Avoid countries that 
have been visited in Nursery) 

Adventures 
(pi rates , magic carpet, 

explorers ) 

Minibeasts 
Al l  tiny creatures – What they 

look like and where they l ive. 

Megabeasts 
Al l  large dinosaurs  – What 

they look l ike and where they 

l ive. 

Article 2 – All children have 
rights 

 Article 30– All children have 
right to own culture/religion 

 Article 12 – All children 
have the right to be heard 

Article 31 – All children have 
right to play and rest 

Article 19 – All children have 
the right to be safe 

Article 27 – All children have 
right to food/shelter 

Pie Corbett 
Book 

(1 book every 2 

weeks) 

       
      

 

 

       

    

 

     
 

Squeezes (poem) 
Not Now Bernard 
Dr Dog 

The World Through My 
Window (Hackney) 

 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
Little Red Riding Hood 

Gingerbread Man 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

The Hundred Decker Bus 
Oi! Get Off Our Train 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 

Elmer (Africa) 
Lost and Found (South Pole) 

Aliens / Pirates Love 
Underpants 
The Way Back Home  

Whatever Next  
The Lion Hunt 

Beegu 

Superworm 
The Bad Tempered Ladybird 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 

Dinosaur Chase! 
Gigantosaurus 
 

Texts/Books 

 My Family 

 This Is My House 

 Owl Babies 
 A Squash and A Squeeze 

 Monkey Puzzle 
 Mr Big 

 Fireman Small 

 My Mum Has X-Ray Vision 
 Dentist / doctor books 

 Emeka’s Gift 

 Rapunzel 

 Seriously Silly Stories 

 Revolting Rhymes 
 Goldilocks (Ahlberg) 

 Rama and Sita 

 Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive The 

Bus 
 Duck In The Truck 

 Room On The Broom 
 The Train Ride  

 The Goggle-Eyed Goats 
 We All Went On Safari 

 Handa’s Hen 

 Bringing the Rain to Kapiti 
Plain 

 North Pole, South Pole 

 Alien Tea On Planet Zum-Zee 

 Captain Beastlie’s Pirate Party 

 Mrs Pirate 
 Ten Little Pirates 

 The Night Pirates 
 Captain Finn and the Pirate 

Dinosaurs 
 Tim, Ted & The Pirates 

 My Gran Is A Pirate 

 Norman The Slug With The 

Silly Shell 
 Tadpole’s Promise 

 

 Dinosaur Roar! 

 Never Ask A Dinosaur To 

Dinner 
 

Role Play 

 

Home Corner 
Hairdressers 
Police Station  

Three Bear’s Cottage 
Theatre / Puppet Theatre 
Troll’s Cave  
Home Corner 

Train Station/Airport Travel 
Agents 
Jungle  South Pole 
Home Corner 

Pirates Ship 
Space Station 
Home Corner 

Minibeast World /  
Investigation Lab 
Home Corner 
 

Campsite  
Home Corner 

Trips / Visits Fire Station 
Parents who are nurses, vets etc 
 

Discover Centre 
Hackney Empire Panto 
Theatrebugs 
Performance poet 

London Transport Museum 
Random trip using public 
transport 
Discover Centre 

Hackney! Clissold Park, local 
parks and shops 
Horniman Museum (African 
Worlds gallery) 

Diana Memorial Playground 
Cutty Sark 
Zoo Lab (brings in animals, 
maybe for Lion Hunt) 
Forest School 
Walthamstow/Woodberry 
Wetlands 
Camley Street 

London Zoo 
Natural History Museum 
Clissold Park (also do workshops) 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Room-Broom-Sound-Julia-Donaldson/dp/0230766242/ref=sr_1_21?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370350020&sr=1-21

