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Friday 23rd October 2020

Dear Parents/Carers,
 
Re: Early Years Foundation Stage – Early Adopter Status
 
At the end of the Reception year, we assess your children using the Early Learning Goals and make a judgement for each child about if the early learning goals have been met. There are seventeen early learning goals across seven different areas of learning. 

The government has introduced a new statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), with revised areas of learning and early learning goals, and has offered schools the chance to adopt the new framework one year early for the academic year 2020-2021.

Our school has decided to become an early adopter school and we will be using the new early learning goals to assess your children at the end of their Reception year. New guidance called Development Matters has also been published, which will support us in monitoring your child’s development and identifying if they are on-track to achieve their early learning goals at the end of the year. 

At the end of the year, we will complete the EYFS profile for your child, which will be shared with you and submitted to the local authority. For each early learning goal, your child will be assessed as either:

- Expected - meeting the expected level of development
- Emerging – not yet meeting the expected level of development 

These assessments will be used to decide if your child has achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD). 

Alongside the areas of learning, we will also be observing the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning (Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, and Creating and Thinking Critically). These characteristics support your child’s learning across all areas and shows us how they are developing as a learner. 

What does this mean for your child?
Nothing will change for your child. We will continue to offer them an engaging and stimulating provision that encourages imagination, creativity and enquiry. We will maintain our play-based ethos, identifying meaningful play opportunities that facilitate hands-on and open-ended learning. Adults will observe and interact with your child to support their learning and enable their progress, planning activities and enhancements carefully.

What does this mean for parents / carers? 
Nothing will change for parents/carers. As always, we will work in partnership with you to build a positive relationship between home and school. We will continue to support you to the best of our ability and value your opinions and knowledge of your child. We will still use MarvellousMe to record your child’s learning journey and collect examples of their independent learning alongside their writing and maths work. 

What does this mean for early years practitioners? 
Our staff have studied the changes and new guidance closely and are developing a thorough working knowledge of the new EYFS. We are working hard to baseline your children to establish their starting points on the new framework. At the end of the year we will still use our knowledge of your child, alongside evidence we have gathered throughout the year, to make our professional judgement about whether they have met their early learning goals

I have attached details of the new early learning goals to this letter for your reference. Please note, these are used only at the end of the reception year to make a judgement on your child’s development; it is the areas of learning that are observed and tracked against as we move through the year. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions regarding this information. The Reception team are very much looking forward to working with you all over the coming year.

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a safe and happy half term break. 

Rachel Smith 



Assistant Headteacher 
EYFS leader 
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Listening, Attention and Understanding
- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear wit rlevart questions,

‘Comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions.
‘and small group interactions.

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to larify their
understanding.
andpeers.

- Participatein small group,class and one-to-one discussions, offering theif own

deas,using recently inroduced vocabulary.

‘vocabulery from stories, non-fiction, hymes and poems when appropriate.
- Expresstheirideas andfeelings sbout their experiences using full sentences,

Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently ntroduced

including use of past,present and fuure tenses and making use of conjunctions,
‘withmodelling and support from their teacher.

Early Learning Goals

their behaviour accordingly.

oractions.

inthe face of challenge.

Understanding the World
Past and Present

+ Talkaboutthe lives of the people around them and thei oles i socety.

- Know some similares and differences between things i the past and
oW, drawing on their xperiences and what has been read n class.

* Understand the past thiough settings, characters and events encountered
inbooks read in class and storyelling.

ople, Culture and Communities

- Describe thlrimmediate nvironment sing knowledge from abservation,
iscussion, stores, nonfiction texts and maps.

- Know some smilrtiessnd diferences between diferentregious and
culurl communitiesin this courty,rawing on ther xperiences and vihat

Has been resd nclase.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and

17 n ot counties, rawing on knowlecge rom toies, non-fcton exts

and (when appropriae) map.

The Natural World

+ Explore the natural world around them, making observations and crawing
pictures of animals and plants.

+ Know some similarties and differences between the natural world
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences
‘and what has been read n ciass.

+ Understand some important processes and changes inthe natural worid
around hem, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate

- Setand worktowards simple goals,being able o wait for what they want and control
their immediate impulses when sppropriate.

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says,fesponding appropriately even when
‘engaged n activity, and show an abilty o follow instructions involving severelideas

Managing Self

- Be confident to try new actviies and show independence, esilience and perseverance

- Explainthe reasons fo ules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, ncluding dressing, going to the
tollet and understanding the importance of halthy food choices.

Building Relationships

- Work and play cooperatively and take tums with others.
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
- Show sensitiity o their own and o others' needs.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Self-Regulation

L e

Creating with Materials

- Safely use and explore a variety of
‘materials, tools and techniques,
‘experimenting with colour, desion,
texture form and function.

- Share their crestions, explaining the
process they have used.

- Make use of props and materials when
role playing characters in narratives.
and stories.

Being Imaginative and Expressive

- Invent, adapt and recountnarratives.
and stories with peers and
theirteacher.

- Sing a range of welHknown nursery.
thymes and songs.

- Perform songs, fymes, poems
‘and stories with others, and (when
sppropriate) ylomove inime

Mathematics
Number

Have deep understanding of number 0 10,
including the composition of e2ch number.
‘Subitise (ecognise quanties without
counting)upto5.

Automatically recall (without eference to
hymes, counting or oher aids) number bonds
upt05 (inclucing subtraction facts) and some
number bonds o 10, ncluding double facts.

Numerical Patterns

- Verbally count beyond 20, ecognising the.
pattem of the counting system.

- Compare quanities upto 10in ifferent
‘contexts,recognising when one quantityis
grester than, less than or the same as the
other quantity.

- Explore and represent patterns within
numbers upto 10, including evens and odds,
‘double facts and how quantites can be:
distibuted equally

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills
Negotiste space and obstacles safely with
consideration for themselves and others.

- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination
‘when playing.

+ Move energetically,such as running jumping,
‘ancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

Fine Motor S

- Holda pencil effectively in preparation for fluent
wiiting - using the ipod grip n almost all cases

- Usearange of smallools,including scissors,
paintbrushes and cutlery.

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Literacy
Comprehension

- Demonsirate understanding of what has been
read o them by reteling stories and narratives
using ther own words and ecenty inroduced
vocabulary:

‘Anticipate (where approprate) key events
instories.

- Useandunderstand ecenty inroduced
vocabulery duringdiscussions abou sores,non-
fiction,ihymes and poems and duringrle loy.

- Saya sound for each lefter n the alphabet and at
least 10 digraphs.

- Read words consistent with their phonic
knowledge by sound-blending.

- Read aloud simple sertences and books that are
consistent with their phonic knowledge, ncluding
‘some common exception words.

- Writerecognisable ltters, most of which are:
comectly formed.

- Spellwords by identifying sounds inthem and
representing the sounds with  letter o etters.
- Wiite simple phrases and sentences that can be:

read by others.
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